1995-1996 


I — 

01 

o 

CL 

LU 

01 

I — 
CO 
LU 
> 
01 
< 
X 

01 

3 

LL 

Q 

Z 

< 

01 

LU 

Q_ 

CL 

< 

01 

h- 


Montana  State  Library 


3  0864  1006  9540 


PREFACE 


1995-1996  TRAPPING  AND  FUR  HARVEST  REPORT 
Survey  Approach 


A  trapping  and  fur  harvest  survey  questionnaire  was  mailed  to  all 
resident  and  nonresident  Trapper's  license  holders.  Questionnaires 
were  returned  from  829  (41%)  of  the  2,004  people  who  purchased 
a  trapper's  license  during  the  1995-1996  trapping  season.  Expanded 
estimates  of  furbearer  trapping,  hunting,  and  harvest  activities 
were  made  from  the  returned  sample. 

Definitions 


TRAPPERS  . Total  number  of  people  who  set  traps  for  the 

given  species 

TRAP  DAYS  . The  sum,  for  all  traps  set,  of  the  number  of 

days  each  trap  was  set 

CATCH  . Total  number  of  animals  of  given  species  caught 

by  all  trappers 

TR  DAYS  /  CATCH  . Trap  days  per  animal  caught,  defined  as  total 

trap  days  divided  by  total  catch 

TRAP  OR  HUNTERS  . Total  number  of  people  who  participated  in 

trapping  and/or  hunting  and/or  houndsman  activity 

TOTAL  HARVEST  . Total  number  of  animals  of  a  given  species  taken 

by  trapping  and  hunting  and  houndsman  activities 

MEAN  HARVEST  . Total  harvest  divided  by  number  of  trap  or 

hunters 

SPECIES  %  COMP . An  abbreviation  for  species  percent  composition 

which  is  defined  as  catch  for  individual  species 
divided  by  total  catch  for  all  species  and 
multiplied  by  100 


Explanations 


This  report  for  the  1995-1996  trapping  and  furbearer  season  is 
summarized  in  the  same  format  as  last  year's  report  for  the  1994-1995 
season.  However,  the  survey  questionaire  was  changed.  Rather  than 
have  the  trappers  compute  number  of  trap  days  by  species  and  county, 
as  for  the  1994-1995  and  1993-1994  seasons,  the  1995-1996  survey 
asked  trappers  to  report  the  number  of  traps  or  snares  set,  and  the 
number  of  days  they  were  set.  Trap  days  were  then  computed  from  these 
supplied  figures. 


(CONTINUED) 


PREFACE  (CONTINUED) 


Several  changes  were  made  in  the  trapping  and  fur  harvest  survey, 
analysis,  and  report  for  1992-1993.  One  major  change  was  that  data 
were  collected  by  county  and  estimates  were  reported  by  county  and  fur 
trapping  district.  In  reports  for  the  trapping  seasons  1989-1990 
through  1991-1992,  Deer,  elk,  bear,  and  lion  hunting  districts  were 
used  and  estimates  were  reported  by  administrative  region.  Reports 
previous  to  1989-1990  used  trapping  districts  which  have  been 
discontinued.  The  second  major  change  was  the  addition  of  six  species 
of  furbearers  to  the  survey  and  report.  The  six  species  added  were 
marten,  fisher,  wolverine,  bobcat,  lynx,  and  otter.  These  six  species 
require  harvest  registration  forms.  The  registration  forms  have  been 
the  primary  source  of  information  for  these  species  in  the  past.  The 
inclusion  of  these  species  in  the  survey  will  give  additional  infor¬ 
mation  on  effort.  Harvest  estimates  for  the  six  "registered"  species 
will  not  always  agree  exactly  with  the  numbers  registered,  because  thi 
report  gives  estimates  made  from  a  sample  of  all  trappers . 

Another  major  change  in  the  survey  and  report  for  1992-1993  was  the 
addition  of  hunting  and  houndsman  activities  and  harvest.  Also,  the 
questionnaire  beginning  with  the  1993-1994  season  was  simplified  in 
the  section  requesting  trapping  effort,  and  this  may  have  resulted  in 
more  accurate  reporting  than  in  the  previous  survey.  This  may  explain 
some  of  the  increase  in  trap  days  reported. 

The  relative  precision  of  the  estimate  increases  with  the  size  of 
the  estimate.  Trapping  district  estimates  have  greater  relative 
precision  than  county  estimates  and  the  statewide  estimates  have  the 
greatest  relative  precision. 

Questionnaire  response  data  with  missing  or  invalid  county  information 
was  still  used  in  the  analysis  and  is  reported  as  "DIST.  UNKNOWN" 
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